February 13, 2025

Librarian’s Report
Bradford Public Library

Mission Statement

The Bradford Public Library is committed to supporting and enhancing learning,
creativity, and opportunities for personal growth and community connections with
reliable information and resources, and the support necessary to navigate those resources
in a safe and welcoming environment.

Administrative:

Happy February!

The coldest month of the year is bringing folks in need of shelter and emergency housing into
the library. As librarians offer assistance, we learn about the difficult situations folks are facing.
One evening a gentleman was warming his feet, taking advantage of our open wifi, charging his
phone, and looking for transportation to WRJ. He had walked to Bradford from “Woodsvilly”.
This man had no money, no place to spend the night and was “walking home to Alaska.”
Another elderly man spent two days/evening at the library taking advantage of the open wifi,
electricity, heat, and restroom. Unable to find shelter, he was sleeping in a storage unit and
hitching rides to the library during our open hours. These interactions humble librarians as we
seek resources to support our patrons. Our unique view of the community brings invitations to
attend meetings with local support groups almost weekly to help organizations recognize local
needs and supply us with possible support systems in place. That said, with long lists of phone
numbers to resources in hand, to be put on hold for thirty minutes and more, to leave message
after message and wait for return calls, to be unable to help is discouraging to say the least.

Maintenance:

John Hathoway was called in on Tuesday, Feb 11 and replaced a circulator on the furnace
restoring heat to the children’s area. We are grateful to John for making the library a priority
during these emergency situations.



Technology:
It is tax season and the library is a vital resource for copy, scan, fax, and print services.

On February 15 BPL hosted the Bradford Selectboard Candidate Forum in collaboration
with the Journal Opinion(JO). BPL technology added access to this forum to Bradford
citizens via ZOOM and the Meeting Owl Pro run by the library director. Our lack of
parking was most evident and discussed. This collaboration with the JO will serve as a
trade for Poem Town publicity.

Grants:
e Received a VELI grant deposit of $1500 for children’s programming.
e Received $3500 from Colby/ Cooperative Ins Co Community Grant.
e Submitted Rapid Response Grant to VT Humanities to support the purchase of multiple
copies of a new release for BPL READS discussion and visit with the local author.
o ALA Grant Award notification is March 3,2025....fingers crossed.

Professional Development:

VOKAL biannual membership meeting on Friday, March 21 at 10am at Carpenter Carse in
Hinesburg, and online. These meetings are required attendance for VOKAL member libraries to
ensure we are all on the same page with sharing the system and addressing issues and
connecting with members about training needs. Attending membership meetings is part of the
contract all VOKAL libraries sign annually.

Volunteers:

Thank You to Kelli Young for running the Crazy 8’s Cool Math program on Tuesday mornings
for kids ages 5-8yrs.

Thank You Dottie Unkles for stepping in during this Cold & Flu season!
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Visitor Tracking:
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PROGRAMS:
Patron interest, requests, community needs, and collaborative opportunities drive library
programming. Library programs are free and open to the public.

Public Narcan Training, February 27, at 6pm.

An overdose education and Narcan training presented by HIV/HCV Resource Center (H2RC)
will take place at the library on Feb 27, at 6pm. INcrease your understanding of opioids and drug
poisoning, and learn how to administer Narcan during an overdose event. Free Narcan will be
available for participants to take. FREE and open to the public.




Poetry Circle ~ The poetry group meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 3 pm and is
open to the public. January’s Poetry circle participation doubled in January. Gearing up for
National Poetry month in April, we invite poets to submit original poems by March 11 for the
townwide posting.

Vermont Reads ~ BPL received an additional shipment of 25 copies of Gather, by Oxbow HS
co-principal Ken Cadow, after circulating 100 copies through the community in 2024. Mr
Cadow will present his book at BPL on March 13 at 6:30 pm. This program is sponsored by the
VT Humanities Council.

BPL Gallery ~The Bradford Public Library presents a collection of chap books by Bread and
Puppet Theater’s Peter Schumann. A chapbook is a type of small printed booklet that was a
popular medium for street literature throughout early modern Europe. Chapbooks were usually
produced cheaply, illustrated with crude woodcuts and printed on a single sheet folded into 8, 12,
16, or 24 pages, sometimes bound with a saddle stitch.(Wikipedia) Read about the history of

Bread & Puppet Theater here.

Grief & Loss Support Group ~ This group meets VNH Spiritual Care Counselor Jill Baron for
ten weeks to share authentically and feel deeply heard in a safe space. Experiential exercises
include journaling and ritual to help participants expose the layers of grief and move toward
acceptance. Pre-registration is required, this second running of the program is again full.

Tarot Club~ The January 30, Tarot program was well attended resulting in a monthly meeting
among participants.

BPL CREATES ~ Playing with CLAY! Was postponed to March due to the weather and closing
the library on February 6. We will Create coil pots on March 6 at 6pm.

Mahjong ~ This group plays Mahjong each Thursday from 2 - 4 pm. Experienced players help
beginners to learn the game.

Spanish Language / Conversation group ~ The Spanish language group meets every Tuesday
at 1:30 with at least ten learners in attendance and new members each week.

Tuesday Homeschool Meetup ~ This group is growing and bringing folks from Groton,
Corinth, Topsham, and Bradford. A few older homeschooling children from New Hampshire
attend the Friday Art Club as well.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodcut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saddle_stitch
https://breadandpuppet.org/about-b-ps-50-year-history

Toddler Story Hour ~ Children join Ms. Gail each Friday at 10 am for stories, songs, and crafts.
Parents and caregivers appreciate Story Time as an [affordable] opportunity for children and
their adults to make new friends, share with others, and practice fine motor skills.

Friday Afternoon Art Club ~ Elementary school aged kids interested in drawing, paint, clay,
collage and more join Ms, Gail on Fridays from 3 - 4:30 pm. Weekly projects are on display in
the children’s room. This program has dwindled due to local Winter Activity Programs, Skiing,
and Basketball programs offered at the schools.

Magic the Gathering ~ ages 11+. On hiatus until the end of ski season!



